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The Cotuit Water District is hoping to develop a solar project on two parcels
of land totaling 215 acres.

There are three operating wells on the land, representing the district's major
sources of water.

Officials from the district approached Barnstable's Growth Management
Department with the idea of rezoning the land as a solar overlay district,
leading the planning board to hold a workshop Monday evening on Ground-
Mounted Solar Photovoltaic Overlay Districts.

Elizabeth Jenkins, review planner with the town's Growth Management
Department, said such overlay districts came into being about four years
ago to encourage the use of "green" energy. Since then, two districts have
been created and developed in town, one at the airport and one around the
transfer station in Marstons Mills.

"I think the ordinance has been very successful," Jenkins said. "Those two
installations are models."

When the Cotuit Water District made the request to rezone, Jenkins said,
"We thought it would be prudent if we reached out to all the water districts in
town" to see if they were considering similar projects.

The town of Barnstable has five fire and water districts that operate
independently.

Jenkins said the West Barnstable district "has no interest" in developing a
solar project, and the Barnstable Fire and Water District is already a partner



in the airport installation.

Representatives from the two remaining districts attended Monday's
meeting. Craig Crocker, superintendent at Centerville-Osterville-Marstons
Mills Water Department, said his department had discussed the idea and
actually began the process of developing a Request for Proposals for a solar
project, but decided not to go forward with it. "Our rate payers were
extremely concerned about the clear cutting," he said.

Hans Keijser, supervisor for the town's Water Supply Division, also expressed
concerns about clear-cutting. "Right now we have no plans to put ground
based solar in any of our lands but if we did we would be very careful," he
said. "On our wooded land we would not cut trees down."

The Cotuit solar project would involve clear-cutting about 20 acres of land,
according to David Albrecht, principal at Borrego Solar, the firm that would
develop the project for the Cotuit Water District. He noted that each well has
a 400-foot radius that is protected by state Department of Environmental
Protection regulations. There are no wetlands in the vicinity, he said. There
are subdivisions to the northwest and southeast, and a cemetery to the
south.

The planning board viewed Monday's meeting as an initial discussion on
solar overlay districts and thus made no decisions.


